at once that I do not accept that settlement! No matter
what the consequences, I will not be a party to cow-
slaughter!"

As a rule, Bapu's voice remained calm and un-
ruffled even in moments of deepest distress, but the
above remarks were made in tones which showed a
mounting excitement. I was reminded of Arjuna's
anguish and murmured to myself his burning words
of grief and remorse: "Aho batal mahat papam kartum
lyavasita vayam" (Alas! We are engaged in committing
a great sin!) And then I changed the original verse:
"We, who are endeavouring to kill our kindred from
greed for the pleasures of kingship" into "we, who are
betraying the cow out of greed for the benefits of Swaraj."

That expressed Bapu's state of mind exactly.

79. 'HARDNESS OF HEART'
IN THE EDUCATED
After the 1927 session of the Students' World
Federation in Mysore, its President, Rev. Mott, an
American who had spent his life working amongst
students, came to Ahmedabad and asked Bapu for an
interview. Bapu had not a minute to spare in the day-
time, so he gave him ten minutes at night, just before
retiring to bed. I went to the Ashram from the Vidya-
pith to be present at the interview, as I was very curious
to see what, and how much, Bapu and the Reverend
would be able to say in the course of ten short minutes!
Bapu was lying on his cot in the courtyard. The
Rev. Mott came and sat near him on a bench. He had
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